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INTRODUCTION. 


1 


k * 


T is e unn of brug tht ning 
- drawn a picture at full length, and 


hung it out of his window, he ſtood 
behind it, in order to hear the ſentiments 
of the paſſengers ; and that it was no 
ſooner expoſed to view, but a cobler made a 
criticiſm on the form of the ſhoe; which ap- 
pearing juſt to the painter, he immediately 
altered it. This encouragement from Apel- 
les induced the cobler to extend his criticiſm 
to the leg: which they fay gave riſe to the 
following proverb, Linn. 
beyond his lat. 


If * critics of this age would be ſo 
juſt to me, an to adhere to this rule, and 
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INTRODUCTION. 


- cenſure with no other intention, but to 


improve this eſſay, I ſhall think — 
grently indebted to them, 


3 


4 4 
* 


But as neither vanity or avarice, the 


common motives to authors, have any 


ſhare in the publication of this little tract 
I ſhall give the true reaſon for it, _ - ; 

I hope; will juſtify me, though no ſcho- 
lar, in appearing in print, and prevent 


any feflexions that may impeach my in- 


tention in this affair, it being nothing 
more than a deſire to communicate, 
as well as I can, to my brother offi- 
cers, that knowledge, which I have drawn 
from ſo many years experience, under 
the advice and directions of ſome of the 
moſt able and active magiſtrates in this 
e 


And thou gh this knowledge, like a good 
ſtory * will receive no advantage 
from 


from my pen; yet I hope, the conſtables 
will be able from the whole to * out 
W uſeful to them. 97 


Te In /[the conſe of my duty, 1 
have obſerved many inconveniences ; nay, 
frequently diſtreſſes ariſe to them in the 
execution of their office, from want of 
proper, knowledge, not only of their- 
power, but of the manner how to exert it; 
I have uſed my beſt endeavours to collect, 
in the moſt material inſtances of the 
office, what may be uſeful for a body of 
men, inj joined by the conſtitution of their 
country, to perform a very troubleſome, 
ſometimes fatiguing, and often dangerous 
office; and to fecure them, if poſſible, 
from thoſe enemies to their power, I 
mean, low ſollicitors, who are for ever 
watching their conduct, and ever prom 2 


upon either their ignoraace or raſhneſs. 
| Should 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Should I be ſucceſtful in this point, and 
be the means of conſtables doing their 
duty, in any reſpect, with more ſafety to 


| themſelves, or more utility to the public, 


my ends will be fully anſwered. 


For my own part, I have e the 
office of High- Conſtable for near eight 
years; but with what degree of ſervice to 
the community, or credit to myſelf, I 
have diſcharged that duty, I leave them to 


judge. I have indeed been very fortunate 


in one reſpect; for during the whole time, 
I have neither had a complaint againſt 
me to the magiſtrates, from whom I re- 
ceived my office, nor action of any fort 
brought againſt me in the courts of 
law. 


But leſt any ſhould be inclinable to 


impute the latter aſſertion to my vanity ; 
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INTRODUCTION. 


let them remember, that I do here moſt 
publicly acknowlege, . that I owe that 
ſafety, to the ready acceſs to, and friend- 
ly advice and caution of Mr. Juſtice 


FIELDING. 
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Mr. Werren not having Time to correct * 


Preſs, has occaſioned the miſplacing, in Page 14, 
Twenty - ſeven Lines, beginning, For it may, &c. 
and ending, a Summons would be ſufficient ; which 


ſhould have followed after the Words, forcible  - 


Means, in Page 36, Line 19. In Page 16, Line 
27, read, The 8th of bis preſent Majeſty avi 
of, this King : and in the 3d. Page of Yid 


duction, in the laſt Line but one, for SM read | 


preyins. 8 7 r 5 


n. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 


orie cer CONSTABLE. 


. H E public is greatly concerned in- the 
1 faichful and active diſcharge of the 
office of conſtable and headborough: for, 


notwithſtanding the contempt with which On the 
inconſiderate men may treat the office, and ggce in 
the acts of ſeverity from others, who ought general. 


rather to afford protection to the officer; than 
take the advantage of the law upon the leaſt 

lip in the diſcharge of a duty ſo difficult, and 
which the law forces them to undertake; I 
would aſk, what muſt become. of the civil 
policy of this country, if men called upon to 
execute this office are brought to be either 
aſhamed, or afraid, to do their duty? The le- 
giſlature may enact laws, magiſtrates may 
aſſue their proceſſes; but the execution, the 
effect of all this, depends wholly upon the 
integrity and activity of the officers under 
them. And I wiſh it were better conſidered, 
that . every intimidation of the conſtables in 
their Cat neceflaril weakens the power of 
x the 


— 
» 
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e 

the magiſtrates, and reduces the. very beſt 
| — omni ot to a mere dead letter; and muſt 
ſoon produce that intolerable anarchy, which 
can alone drive the honeſt part of mankind 
to fly to a military force, as to a miſerable re- 
fags from a ſtill worſe evil: for the idea of 

wer neceſſarily implies the execution of 
it by ſome hands or other, or elle it is a mw 
chimerical notion, Is it not therefore to 
ſhame of our policy, that we ſee juſtices | f 
the peace and their officers made the joke of 
our counſellors at law in open court, 2 
troduced upon our ſtage as thie aan ob- 
15 of n and ridichle. 


12 


To FER Cos rike. 


The juſt diſcharge « of the Ma to 
execute does indeed require a greater ſhare of 
knowledge in the common and ſtatute'law, 
than men in your ſtation can be ſed to 
be endued with; nor have Fthe | pretence 
to critical Knowledge of this ſort: my preſent 
intention is only to point out to 501 ſome 
general hints and cautions for your obſer- 
vation, whereby I hepe the public may be 
benefited, and yourſelves better enabled to go 
0 gh your office with Tredle ol rn 


Whatever power is annex 05 6ffice, 
regard always the intention of it. It is a 
— e of doing all . 


valuable 
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(3) 
00d ;---to ſecure and protect the innocent 
ö the hands of violence; to preſerve the 
publi to the utmoſt of your power, 
and to bring the diſturbers of it to condign 
puniſhment : This is briefly your duty. Let 
then the ſervice of the public be the great 
motive of all thoſe actions which regard your 


office; this, properly attended to, will keep 
Fou from all officious, wanton acts of power; 


this wilt preyent your bringing into your 
office your own little reſentments. This in- 
deed will prevent all falſe impriſonments 
inſt law and conſcience, and render you 
e objects of general eſteem: for, while you 
act in ſuch a manner, and from ſuch motives, 

ur priſoners themſelves muſt ref you, 
— ky it be in the power of bo ap 
to rob you of the Juſt applauſe of the publics 
the reward of the faithful execution of a 


* 


The firſt thing T ſhall recommend to you 
is a perfect union among yourſelves : a ready 
and chearfal aſſiſtance of one another. This 


will render you formidable to thoſe to whom 
ways be objects of texror, and a The ad- 
rd to thoſe whom it is your vantage 
to protect. Were the civil officers pro- of union 
perly united and connected, properly corre- * 
ſponding with each other, and times and places 


you ſhould al 


of meeting fixed, not for drinking and ſotting, 
: 7 OP” but 


ficers 


| (4) 

l but for conſulting the peace and good order 

4 of this town, I am convinced, that, fo far will 

# | it be for any gang of villains to be able to exiſt” 

4 a week, that thedanger immediate upon doing 
acts of violence would be ſo great to the actors 
of them, that peace and ſafety would be ſoon 
reſtored to our ſtreets. I cannot mention a 
ſtronger ,inſtance of the truth of this.obſer- 
vation, than in reminding you of that excellent 
9 formed by Henry Fielding, Eſq; which 
has already hunted down and brought ſo ma- 
ny dangerous and cruel robbers to the puniſh- 

ment their crimes juſtly merited. | | 


» ** w V 3” 
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Next to union, I earneſtly recommend to 
you temper and ſobriety in the execution of 
your office. Coolly and well conſider the na- 


Doe HS egos. —— p p a IE. 
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deſerves to be, and truly is, the object of con- 
' tempt and ridicule, who being in liquor will 
venture then to execute his office. Indeed 
theſe are fatal errors, and have afforded num- 
berleſs opportunities to the unworthy. mem- 
bers of the law, to ſtir up expenſive and 
vexations ſults againſt the civil officers. 


# ture of every ſervice you are called upon; 
* what you ought to do in it, and the beſt me- 
b 5 thod and manner of executing your duty with 
1 Com- effect. It ill become an officer called upon, 
"It mand of and making uſe of the king's name to 'quell 
9 H bat the unruly paſſions of others, inſtantly to fall 
; uſe. into the ſame error himſelf : and a conſtable 


my 
— Oey eaſily provoked by the ill-manners 


and ſcurrilous reflexions of thoſe about you. 
Behaviour of this ſort will unavoidably lead 
you into abſurdities and the neglect of the duty 
you are called upon to execute. Lhave ſeen offi- 
cers totally forget the ſervice of their watrants, 
upon being called by ſome filly fellow, fool 
and puppy, and juſtify by their conduct the 
reflexion, by neglecting the real priſoner, and 
apprehending the offender againſt themſelves, 
under the miſtaken. notion of being inſulted 
or obſtructed in the execution of their office: 
when, as words of this ſort cannot juſtify 
them, they have rendered themſelves liable 
to an action of falſe impriſonment, and an 
indictment for the neglect of their duty, in 
ſuffering their priſoner to eſcape. 


Having mentioned ſome few general cau- 
tions, to be clear in what I ſhall offer to you, 
I ſhall ſpeak to the two diſtinct parts of your 
What you may, and ought to do, as con- 
ſervators of the peace upon your View; 


And what concerns you as: officers and 
miniſters of the ſeſſions, ſheriff, coroner, 
Juſtices of the peace, and your high-conſtable. 


| (6) 
In aword, what you may do with ane 


and what without ane. | 
1 As eee of Ghee. 


quell all —— 


Vour "va have power, within your 
power 1thes and diviſions, to 
ho riots,routs, and ng ſas by Fa wa "a 
namely, ing the parties, in t g's name to 
e ad peace; and quietly depart about their reſpec- 
ſervators tive buſineſſes; and to apprehend all — 
1 m Who e eee eee e 
2 - aſſaulting, ſtriking, or by fighting, ganz by 
frays, ri- conſent, if either party appear wounded, and 
ons, Re. to carry ſuch pe rſons directly before ſome 
— ——— 14 to im 
ptiſon them until che next morning. And all 
perſons within view of an affray, riot, rout or 
aſſault, being required b you in the king's 
name to aid and aſſiſt, if they 555 
fuſe ſo to do, they are — and the 
courts of. juſtice Have a to fine and 
bo Ip imp n . 
this neceſſary power © in 18 
enn 
rs wal lat years been treated with contetnpt by the 
iff, commonalty; and as your ſafety is greatly 
| Foncerned in a ready aſſiſtance, you will do 
well to fix your charge of aid upon ſome 
— and upon his — 


eee 


(7) 
are ſtruck or evenreſiſted, in purſuanceof your 
duty, indict them for the contempt ; and L 
dare pramiſe you, _ ſeflions will We 
your authority. 


But though, as * of the peace, 

you have power to apprehend without pro- 

cels; be careful how diſc 

on your — authority, e webe Caution 

arrelt being the delivery of the Party to che G. 

the magiſtrates, to be dealt with according charge of 

— 1 being officers of record, priſoners, 

inthe firſt inſtance, If at an a 

— d forget this caution, vou will 
— to an indictment. or action of falſe 
impriſonment: for your diſcharge amounts 

to a 1 n 1 * lawful 8 
to arreſt. 


Hong told- you that you aa to 
arreſt perſons committing breaches of the 
in your view, diviſions, or pariſhes ; The dan- 
it is neceflary to tell you, that it is extreme; ger of 
ly dangerous to intermeddle after the affray . q 
alu is over,” In ſuch caſes, the injuredy, after 


perſons ought to apply to a magiſtrate for his the affray 
warrant ; but here even prudence will directs: isover. 


you, that, upon coming in after an affray or 
aſſault is over, if upon your view any perſon 
do appear to be dangerouſly wounded, and the 


ty wounded do charge any perion preſent, 
you Ty ought to detain him; as the 


B 4 | delay 


apparent danger that the 


appear, the conſtable having firſt 


(%). 


delay of a warrant may be the eſcape: of a 
_ murderer. And this will hold in all cafes 


where an immediate acceſs: may be had to 


the magiſtrate, where any dangerous blow: 


or wound has been given, or where the of- 
fence: has riſen beyond a bare affray, as to a 
riot, rout, &c. or; laſtly, where there is any 
paſſions of the par- 

ties are not ſufſiciently cool, but that they 
may again break — into action, on their 


fjñiſt regaining their liberty. In all ſuch caſes, 
your ſafeſt way is to ſurrender up your 3 


ſoners, together with your charge, to 
juſtice of the peace; but where there — 
been a bare affray only, though accompa- 
nied with blows, and the conſtable has in- 
terfered by way of prevention only, and no 
real miſchief has happened or charge been 
given and no danger of anyfuture miſchief ſhall 
ſeparated 
the parties, may depart himſelf: for in truth 


be has never had any one lawfully in his 


cuſtody, and r will have no im- 


| priſonment to juſtify. What I have ſaid, 


will ſufficiently caution you againſt interfer- 
ing in ale-houſe quarrels, 13 


you of perſons refuſing to pay their reckonings, 


or giving verbal abuſes very common with 


* people heated by liquor: Theſe have no- 
; . thing to do with your office, and many con- 
in ale- 
houſe 


proils. | 


ſtables, who have, at the requeſt of publi- 
cans, taken ſuch rioters ( they deemed 
them, 


(95 » 
mem) into cuſtody, have. anfwered the con- 
ſequence in a law-ſuit;/1 in Which they have 
been left to extricate themſelyes by the 74 
people to se nee they CamGideiy 
It is ſaid buy great 8 the fas, 
that in the ſuppreſſion. of affrays and riots, the 
conſtable, firſt commanding the peace in the 
king's. name, upon reſiſtance, .anay, juſtify 
beating, and putting the parties into 11 
and if the conſtable; in beating ſhould Kilb, iʒt 
is in him. juſtifiable, but murder in all the 
rioters if he be killed. This may be law--- 


is ſtrong againſt it. If a conſtable coming" 


© 


'The tans 
* 
but it is a part of it which, hank God, 4 


are not commanded to execute; and reaſon — 
in the ex- 


with the appearance of authority to a riotous of office. 


mob, charging them with a reſolution be- 
coming his office, in the king's name to keep 
the peace, and depart quietly to their re- 
ſpective buſineſs, and with good nature 
warning them of the danger and trouble they 
will —.— themſelves in, if they commit 


acts of violence, or continue together--Iſay, if 


this will not avail, what can he rationally ex- 
pect to effect by blows, otherwiſe than his 


own, hurt or murder? And God knows, little 


is the ſatisfaction this thought affords, that 
the parties who kill him wil be, executed 
for a murder, which his own indiſcretion has 
* J adviſe never to ſtrike, except 1 


— 


be abſolu 
ſtriking at all, 
for the ford of 


nent. 
Indeed the 5 lt — this caution to 
officers 27 —— to a 1 exertion of 


wer, 5 parties will be 
b who kill — ks — into the | 
r pop gy of wt - 
t be a century ago, 
— 
uppriſon- to preyent any of you from reviving it, as we 
_ | have juſtiesathad, ad other proper plcesof 
: — fecurity: CO CER. 
_ a caution how-you nions 
you meet with 1 — gen — . fot theſe, 
except you have ſome knowledge In the fave! 
and a very good — will rather 
lead yon intoerror; than inſtru&you in your 
duty. this maxim along with you in 
every branch of your duty Bo not dv all you 
may do, n TO 
provide ſafficient and able im- 


mediate 
which ny, and excecng p. Nora men for 


Concern. their Dre 
— watch, the whole authority of watch and 
watch. wurd flands upon the ſtatute er Win- 
cheſter, which provides only only for che time 
between Aſcenſion day and Michaelmas (as 
Eier 


6 upon 
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apa the northern berders dartig the dme of 
harveft) but cuſtom, eſtabliſhed by neceſſity, 
has prevailed in this town for a nightly 
22 round. This ſtatute indeed 
ibes no power to the conſtable to col- 


turn, ſtation them properly, and preſent ſuch 


as neglect or refuſe to do duty herein: but 
this ſtatute muſt be 


ſuch preſentment upon 


for negle between the times above men- 
tioned; and the 


the conſtable, who may receive or it; 
but een Bee enen e a: Ln of 
rate tranſmitted down from officer to officer 
n ſucceſſion; and ps this is the 

ä bx 
collecting and applying a rate upon their own 
— without inſpection or controul. 
2 the public, more than were applied: 
the ſ 


poſitions. I am ſure, 
reaſon of the non-payment of ſome, and the 


ſmall ſums others contribute, the conſtables 
een 


money to pay hired men; the law only 
ſays he ſhall warn able-bodied men, in their- 


of men making, 


great ſums were, I believe, raifed 


urplus of which reſted in the conftable's 
pocket; but I can acquit the officers of late 


muſt ſay, hat Peet | 


they were ſummoned to watch. Indeed the nat 
fame cuſtom which introduced CP 


watch, e e eee | 
for perſonal ſervice; an this is at the will of 


w 


« 12) 

their neceſſary expences; ſo that until t 

are better aided by the legiſlature, the w 
can be but of little ſer vice. But if you are 
not able in your preſent ſituation to have a 
watch numerous as the preſent violence of 
Watch- the times require, let * you do hire, be 
be hong able, active and honeſt men; ſee that they 
able bo- come regularly to their duty, continue their 
died men. whole time, nor ſpend it in ſotting in night 
cellars... The beſt method of effecting this, 
will be your frequently inſpecting them when 
on duty, rather than either ſit drinking or 


wk -* Gerpidas in the -watch-houſes, or going off 


Objects your ſtation at improper times. The real ob- 
of night jects of night- charges are, rogues, vagabonds, 
and all * — the peace of the night, 
and eſpecially that — infamous whores 
who alchely infeſt the corners of our ſtreets, 
and are the cauſe. of dreadful ſcenes of miſery 
in families by taking advantage of the unwary 

and interaperate, Would to God ſome hoſpital 

was inſtituted. for their reception, where la- 
bour might render, them uſeful to ſociety, 
and retrieve thoſe wretches from rottenneſs 
Care in and miſery. If the watch or yourſelf appre- 
— —_  hend any 9 5 — perſons, let them be care- 
— fully ſearch d; and if any thing uncommon, 
as fire-arms, or other offenſive weapons, be 
found upon them be ſure to ſecure them, 
and take in writing with great exactneſs, 

* firſt account they give of themſelves: 
4 Theſe 


2 2 * 0. ) kf 5 Ld * * 


pertinent, nor ſquabble with thoſe they ought 


(130) 

Theſe I have known lead to uſeful diſco- 

veries. And be fure to give a particular charge 

to the keeper of the round-houſe or goaler, On _. 
to whoſe care you deliver them, that he 1 
neither let any perſon have acceſs to them, tering 
or ſuffer: them to ſend any meſſage, or to their 
make any alteration in their habits, before = 
they are brought to the juſtices : for the are wag 
ideas of perſons are greatly connected with amined 
the colour and manner of cloathing; ſo that — a 
a change of dreſs may be a diſguiſe under” 
which they may eſcape juſtice.: And of this 

they are ſo ſenſible, that I have known very 
extraordinary means made uſe of to obtain 

other wiggs and cloaths, under the pretence 

of going decent and clean to thejuſtices. Be On im. 
careful in taking into cuſtody in the night, priſoning 
and impriſoning men of credit upon ftreet- perſons 
ſquabbles. If neither yourſelves or your of credit 
watch ſaw the peace broke, nor any violence ngk. 
or apparent ſigns of it upon the parties com- 
plaining, it is beſt not to be too officious. 

And charge your watchmen not to be im- 


to protect, I mean people of credit heated by 
liquor: I have ſeen great zeal in the watch- 
men in taking priſoner the ſimple breaker of 
a lantern, with the defign of raiſing contri- 
butions in the morning, when whores and 
rogues, the true object of their notice, have 
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means any g 
_ worthy treatment, contrary 

of the juſtice; pogo therefore ito be 
tautious in particular, and 
you: find a ſuperior is to be the objec 
— power, you will do right not to e- 
ecute, but return 
ſtrate, and ſolicit a ſummons in room 
unless the offence. 
be ef a felonious nature. And thoſe oonſtables 
that have now and —— u 
prehended without a due — to 
this (caution, have ſubjeſted 

ſome to grievous cenſure, and others to 
ſeeutions, NR 
n the A the — 
ſtrates, AG inigiaſed upon 
— megane mage "oY 
grant a warrant where a dum- 
members of 
elves have been 


expoſed 


when 


* 
— 


1 — 
—— 
may and have obtaine 
 .iſtrate againſt a perſon of faſhion for a com- 
an the name only 
is addition, by 
to the inteation 


SEATS 


£ 


| 0 
— ry aretion 


a ſpirĩt of: — 
a warrant from a ma- 


Warrant to the 1 


in the warrant 


the houſe of commons 


cy contempt and ridicule, and! 


many officers, either from 
Enna ob or —— ; 1-beg — to do 


. (as) 
to the ihſolence of watchmen, and 
| for want of dſernment or to wantonneſs . 
— in the —— of the night, have 


| Axthrcondyf URS" iN your 
ay watch, tizs been the conſtant ſubject con conduct 
with w4nck. 
iour of houſe. 

norance, 


juſt reaſdm, from the abſurd 


power to correct ſuch 


S and — credit and conſequence 
b de —— 


re into the merits 


fixing your 
ed of, 


attention upon the —— 


and loſe not fight of it from any improper-be- 


haæviour, or manner of the parties giving you 
information. Beware of the ers us fe 
| 'as 'the — to. give-hewn 6 
Watch night. This not only tends to drunk- 
enneſt, hut it often a filly deſire in 
the officer to ſhew his friends hat great 
authority he is inveſted. with; and he be- 
cotnes in earneſt, what the joke calls him, 
truly the abſolute monarch of the night, at 


et * * _ 


(26) 
his folly; but afterwards called pontonntet 78 
f ane eee ttb to 30577 wt 
[13 D CHF 3h 
Keep ah henly ako of people | 
3 buſimeſs there. Dirty ſoli- 
citors have too often mixed with 
ants before the conſtable; and if he trips in 
ſtzthe metits of the matter, as by this means the 
' © parties by him injured may be known-to ſuch 
.// .» retailers of th ly, thy wil o fil to pr 


. an elan againſt him, if poſhbl. 


1 8 
A 
hending 9 conſequence to the e pub- 


felons. lic, that the c mon law requires that ſer- | 
vice from private perſons; hom much more 

is it then your duty, ho are ſelected by the 
conſtitution of your country, and bound by a 
ſolemn. oath to exert yourſelves in this im- 
portant ſervice, of preſerving the lives and 
properties of yout᷑ fellow- ſubjects? The la- 
in this reſpect has armed you with all neceſ- 
ſary power to do this duty with fafety to your- 

Hue andſelves; you have power toraiſe hue and cry, with 

cry. . ;horſe and foot, to ſearch all ſ places, 

and break open doors in the purſuit of felons; 

and to extend this purſuit to every pariſh | 

round you, by giving notice to their 

conſtables. | The ffatute of the gth of — 


cap. 16. provides, that if an conſtable 
or. or headborough, w within the hundred, wherein 


any 


any robbery ſhall happen, ſhall refuſe or be- 
glect to make hue and cry after felons, with 


Pr 


robberies, the 


1 


the utmoſt e zeditio - as ſoon-as he ſhall re- 
thereof, he ſhall for every ſuch 
refuſal or neglect, forfeit the ſum of five 
Pounds. Thus the wiſdom of the law pro- 
"vides what the ignorance and inactivity of 
ſubordinate officers renders ineffeQual, A 
proviſion ſo immediate, and fo dreadful to 
"rogues, as their being once well deſcribed 
would render their eſcape next to impoſſible. 


Secrecy in committing, and eaſy means of 


eſcape. are the great incentives to robberies : 
and one may venture to aſſert, that if this 


ſtatute was executed with a vigilance equal 


to the wiſdom of its conſtruction, highway- 
depredation of foot-pads, and 
/ burglaries, in the county eſpecially, would 
ceaſe. For detection would follow the heels 


ol villainy ſo cloſely, that to roband to be taken 


would be almoſt the ſame thing: perhaps 
moſt of the felonies in this kingdom are owing 
to the non-execution of this excellent law. 
The wiſdom of the law has rendered warrants War- 

in apprehending felons unneceſſary, as ſuch rants not 


a delay might be the eſcape of the offenders. neceſſary 


_ - Your conſideration extends only to two things, 23 


Hirſt that a felony has been really committed, felons. 
and the ſecond, that the perſon you arreſt is 


© properly ſuſpected. The firſt of theſe is ab- 


Md neceflary to juſtify an arreſt ; a miſ- 
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(48) 
take here is fatal; but an error in the ſecond 
is excuſable in the law. In order to keep 
yourſelves as clear as poſſible in the diſcharge 
of this part of your office, whatever perſon 
brings you an account of a robbery and 
where the felon is, examine well if it be 

upon his own knowledge, or the report of 
another; if upon his own, charge him in 
the king's name to aid and affiſt you; if upon 
the report of another, extend your enquiry 
to him, and act in the ſame manner: by this 
means you produce to the magiſtrate your 
priſoner and his accuſer at the ſame time. 


Wagants gut in all caſes of ſuſpicion, not from your 


in caſes own knowledge, the ſafeſt way is to refer the 
of ſuſpi- parties to a juſtice of the peace, and act upcn 


* 


is warrant. And this is the advice of my 
lord chief juſtice Hale, proceeding perhaps 

from this reaſon, that the ſuſpicion of one 

man cannot properly be transferred to ano- 
ther without the circumſtance of an oath, 
which the conſtable has no power to admi- 

niſter. As the law will feverely-punifh your 

- , neglect or refuſal to purſue and apprehend 
felons, by indictments, and heavy fines, fo it is 
infinitely more ſevere, if after you have appre- 

Danger hended them, you ſuffer them to eſcape ; for 
of letting a wilful one is felony, and a negligent one 
or eng may produce a profecution that may end in 
be. your ruin. Indeed . a conſtable is inexcuſable 

in ſuffering an eſcape, as the law has given 


him 


Con. 


mn 

bim power to ſecure his priſoner, by callin 
in ſuch help as he Sabine, hn. by and 8 
diſarm, and bind his priſoner. 1 have already 
er that a thorough ſearch of a felon: is 
utmoſt — to your own ſafety, 
and benefit of the public, as by this means he 
will be of inſtruments of miſchief,and 
evidence may probably be procured to convict 

Him, which, if he has either time or oppor- 
tunity allowed him, he will be ſure to find 
ſome means to get rid of: of which I have 
known too many inſtances. After the ap- 
prehending of a felon, be as expeditious as 
poſſible in delivering him over to a magiſtrate, 


and take care not - quit ſight of him. ] Cautions 


have known officers truſt too much to the 


truſt fe- 


and care of others charged to aſſiſt jons out 
them, and others make a temporary priſon of ſight. 


of their own houſes for the little conſideration 
of taking a few dirty ſhillings, if they were-in 
the public wa 7 this has given a gang an 
| — aſſembling, and if not effecting 
a a reſcue, at leaſt preparing an artful defence. 
After commitment, take care to ſee your 
«priſoner ſafely delivered to the gaoler, nor 
truſt a felon to the care of a runner to a pri- 
ſon: for, as the law requires him at your hands, 
diſcretion will dictate the reſt. One more ob- 
ſervation upon this part of your duty I muſt 
mention: that whenever things are taken 
f OY felons, or upon the execution of ſearch 


2 warrants, 
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( 20 ) 


Nor the Warrants, be very careful not to ſuffer them 


out of your fight, except you have firſt af- 


taken up- fixed a private mark by which you can ſwear 
with certainty to the identity of them, and 


be always careful to produce them as evidence 


in court. And I have known inſtances, where 


goods have been taken from a perſon, charged 
with felony, and produced by the conſtables at 


trial; and the jury having acquitted the priſon- 


er, the proſecutor and the defendant have both 
laid claim to the goods in the officer's hands, 
and both brought or threatned to bring actions 
againſt him; as was the caſe of one officer 
I know, to the damage of above thirty pounds 


| to the poor man. I do therefore caution you, 
as your duty obliges you to have the cuſtody 


of the goods taken from felons, and upon 
ſearch warrants; ſo the intention of the law 
is, that they ſhould be produced by you 
in court as evidence. Here then ends your 
duty, and I adviſe you to pray the direction 
of the court in the delivery, if any doubt then 
ariſes; for as the goods ſeized from felons, 
are what the law terms, in abeyance, if the 
felon be acquitted, the property reverts to 


him, the cauſe of ſeizure being diſcharged ; 


et I have known actions of trover brought 
y the proſecutor, and alſo a demand in law 
from the ſuppoſed felon. But if the court 
ſhould refule to determine to whom the 
goods or money in your poſſeſſion ſhould 


7 revert, 


(21) 


revert, Lthen adviſe you to leave them at all 
events in the court. And this I apprehend 
being a termination of your office in that re- 
ſpect, it will be a good plea in bar of action, 
and you will be entitled to the general iſſue, 
and recover double coſt, upon the ſtatute of 
James the firſt, ſhould one be INS 


The preſervation of good order in the Of 


pu ublic ſtreets is an important part of your public 
duty: in which I ſhall recommend the fol- ftreets, 


lowing: _ to your eſpecial notice. 


Firſt, T he public pavement. This regards Pave- 
the ſafety of Kip manner of carriages, and is of ments. 


the utmoſt importance to a trading city; and 
thoſe who are negligent in repairing the pave- 
ment before their doors, do in fact err againſt 
common prudence, as well as the laws of 
their country; ſince whatever damage ariſes 
from this neglect to either perſons or car- 
riages, the law requires the particular damage 
at their hands, by perſonal action, as well 
as indiftment in the crown for a common 
nuiſance. I do not mean by this to incite 
you to put your neighbours into the crown 
for every trifling hole in their payement, or 
at any time to do it, without friendly and 
candid remonſtrance to them. If this fails, 
you are not to regard their diſpleaſure, but 
ban do your duty by a proper preſentment. 
el C 3 Another 
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(22) 
to a feee paſſage in this 
town is, the liberty e take to make 
warehouſes of the ftreets; for timber, em 
caſks, bricklayers rubbiſh lying from mon 
to month, without either watch or light, to 
the overthrowing coaches; and endangering 
the lives and limbs of the ſubject. Sheds jut- 
ting out from the ſhops, and cellars broke out 
into the foot way, ol alſo greatly annoy the 


Another 


Paffages of this metropolis. Theſe ate under 
ſpecial care, and it is your duty to re- 


dreſs your fellow ſubjects: try then firſt, 
er and friendly caution to the offenders; 
if this fail, puniſhment 1 is the juſt effect of 
| their obſtinacy; 5 | 


2 8 Aan is carmen riding upon 
Carmen their carts, and the brickmakers in their 
won gons, going full trot in the ſtreets of this 
their town and the roads near it. Theſe do greatly 
carts. indanger not only coaches, but the lives of in- 
firm ' perſons, and children. I do therefore 
earn ly exhort you to put a late act of par- 
liament in vigorous execution, which em- 
powers you to eee any driver or other 
perſon riding on the carriages, having no one 
on foot to guide their horſes, and to carry them 
before a juſtice of the peace. And if the party 
be a fervant, he muſt pay ten ſhillings for his 
offence; if a maſter, twenty ſhillings, or ſtand 
committed to Bridewell for three 3 _ 


never fail to a 


(4) 


half the penalty is the apprehender's due, and 


the law lays-a penalty of twenty ſhillings 


upon any perſon who ſhall either reſcue, or 


e to reſcue the offenders. 


The third faeces I beg your attention to 
is the neſt of inferior gamblers, the drivers of Orange 
orange barrows about the ſtreets. Theſe barrows. 


_ wretches firſt teach the art of gaming, and 


with theſe, the firſt foundation of ruin has 
been laid to thouſands. The unwary youth, 
andapprentices are by theſe infamous wretches 


drawn. in to loſe the little th y have, and then 


from their maſter or ds, either to 
ſupply the loſs, or repeat their folly. As this 
is betting and playing at unlawful games, the 
offenders are declared rogues and vagabonds. 
and puniſhable as ſuch. I beg of you ſpare 
them not; and wherever you meet them, 


pprehend and carry them before 


a a magiltrate, being careful either to ſee them 


playing — or produce ſome evidence 
of it, and you will be the happy inſtruments 
of ſaving e of * children from 


ruin, by prevention. 


- 
hs 
2 


Profane ſwearing and curfi ing is a fourthProfane 


12 and a ſcandal it is to a chriſtian ſwearing 


country. This is a vice for which no league 2 
can be made, it is as unprofitable as wicked, ing. 


and were the law put into vigorous execution, 


C 4 the 


* 9384 2 og 9 


„ £ 
the fear of immediate puniſhment would 


| produce that reformation which alas! the 


commands of the Supreme Being has been 
too weak to effect. Upon you this duty lies, 
religion requires this of you, and the law 
commands it under ſevere penalties; and a 
due exertion of your office in this reſpect, 
would ſoon baniſh ſwearing and horrid im- 
precations from our ſteets. One caution I 
muſt give you: you are to obſerve, that if the 
party ſwearing be known to you, a warrant is 
abſolutely neceflary : if the party be not 
known to you, then you may directly appre- 
hend him without proceſs. The penalty upon 
offenders is, for every oath of a gentleman five 
ſhillings, if under the degree of a gentleman 


two ſhillings, and for every labourer and ſer- 


vant one ſhilling, or to ſuffer ten days impri- 
ſonmentin Bridewell to hard labour, and ape- 
nalty of forty ſhillings upon the conſtable who 
hearing any perſon ſwear refuſes or neglects - 
toapprehend him. Theſe penalties gowholeto 
the poor of the pariſh where the offence is 
committed, except the forty ſhillings, half 


of which goes to the informer, .. 


Another almoſt. intolerable nuifance, ar 


Beggars the ſwarms of beggars under various dif- 


guiſes of wretchedneſs artfully put. on to 


. excite compaſſion in weak minds. Theſe 
are burthens to our minds as well as purſes: 


and 


(25) 
and although generally complained of, are 
almoſt as generally relieved. Our laws are 
_ amply ſufficient to cure this evil; and A 

well executed in this reſpect, will 

a great check to this nuiſance; and the: 
ow has given you not only power to appre- 
hend them without proceſs, but alſo ned 
you, in order to. quicken your diligence, 
ten ſhillings reward upon the commitment” 
of every vagabond. Only be careful when 
you apprehend them, that they either have 
begged in your own view, or that you have 
evidence to prove them beggars. 


Having cautioned you in thoſe parts of your 
duty, which do not require warrant or pro- 
ceſs, I ſhall now mention ſome neceſſary 
hints for your behaviour to thoſe from whom 
you derive AY reſt of you n 


Thoſe are, the ſeflion 8, 
The ſheriffs, and coroner, 
The juſtice of the peace, 
And your high conſtable. 


Theſe in their reſpeQtive n and 
n 6 fooey by law bound to obey. 


But whatever power the ſeſſions, ſheriff, Du 


coroner and juſtice hath over you, their re- the +3 
f ſpeQive commands are ſignified by warrants fiogs. 


under 


626) 
under their hands and ſeals (except the the juſtice 
be with you) and. — 1 — — 

warrant will be a good directory, 33 ny 


of your office is leſs liable to error than 
vrhere your dh is * * 1 


The "icon, of the. 1 aflembled.' in 
their ſeſſions, may, with, great propriety, be 
deemed, the counſel of the county for: 
preſervation of tho peace and good order of 
it; TER Locate to pay ſtrict ob- 
ſervance.to- the warrants and orders of every 
particular magiſtrate; how much more is it 
incumbent upon you to exert yourſelves in 
the execution of ſuch warrants and orders as 
come from them eee 


Ol the Thoſe who. viewod. the debauebery, ex- 
common ceſſes and immoralities of the numerous fairs 


fairs a- 


bout about town, a few years ſince, ſaw them the 

town. bane of the youth * and a great 
cauſe of robberies. The ſuppreſſion of thoſe 
ſinks of vice and idleneſs, was ardently 
wiſhed by every good mind, and — 
effected — the flatly reſolution of the magi- 


ftrates of this county, under the conduct of 
that worſhipful gentleman who ſo many years 
filled the chair of Hicks's-hall with ſuch in- 
tegrity. and abilities, and whoſe | modeſty, 
while Jam mentioning facts of public noto- 
*. there 1 is no reaſon why 1 ſhould offend 


by 


( 27) My 
by naming him, properly aided by their un- 
der officers, == eighty days in the 
year, dedicated to'idleneſs 2 vice, * 
are reſtored to Induſtry. 


The ESE aſa of media Cock- 
eſtabliſhed by time immemorial; which, ex- throw- 
cluding the great danger to the limbs and lives ins · 
of the ſubjects, paſſing and repaſſing upon 
cheir lawful occaſions, reflects a character of 
cruelty upon the nation. This has been ſuc- 
cefsfully attacked by the ſame worthy magi- 
ſtrates in ſeſſions; and it muſt be owing to 
your neglect that their laudable reſolutions do 
not 1 the elect fo” well deſerve. 


The = with at POLY by a Gaming 
Kanding order of ſeſſions, required your upon, the 
aſſiſtance in ſuppreſſing gaming, and other ; Lord's 
diforders on the Lord's day, carried on in _ 
the fields next adjoining to the town, moſt 
Sundays in the ſummer ſeaſon, and that too 

in the time of divine ſervice. Indeed, great is 
the ſcandal which ariſes to the parents and 
maſters of youth thus employed; who ought, 
out of regard to their temporal intereſt, if 
they are wretched enough to extend their 
views no farther, to be careful to 1 
religion and principles in the minds 
thoſe they — intruſt with their 
property; inſtead of which, here they are 
aſſociated 


r 4. Ad. 2 n . 
. Le rebar Slab wad. 


erer 


aſſociated with gamblers, pi 
other abandon'd wretches. And mar can 


and terrour to ſociety ? Do you, as fathers, | 


= (/28 ) 


, and 


be the product of ſuch commerce, but a race 


of — 5 fatal to their maſters, who have 
baſely deſerted the truſt repoſed in them, or 
do their parents, who, I may ſay, with a hell- 
ih cruelty neglecting their o̊ offspring, 

leave them an caſy prey to vice and miſery; 


and, in time, objects, perhaps, of dread 


maſters and guardians of youth, co- operate 
with the magiſtracy, and give your ur — 
aid to ſuppreſs ſuch glaring enormities. 
Suffer me, therefore, to recommend: to you 
2 reſpectful and active diſcharge of ſuch or- 


ders as you ſhall receive from ſeſſions, as the 


beſt method of preſerving peace and regu- 
Ws ren 10 A e Vt E 1 | 


| Your d in ing, with punctu | 
the — 5 f cualt, 
ſequence to the public, than advantage to 
yourſelves; for, at the ſame time that it im- 
preſſes upon the minds of the common peo- 


ple, a true ſenſe of the ſtrength and conſe- 


= uence of the civil power, it will alſo render 
execution of your office more fafe and 


_ eafy. Let your behaviour at the public ex- 


* be ſuch as may do credit to your- 


{elves and uy 212 the ee or his 
| ſubſtitute; | 


_ Fas) 
ſubſtitute ; preſerve- the king's peace; nor 
ſuffer a mob to extend puniſhment beyond 
the uu. ee of mo la). 


The coroner 's warrants you. are. obliged to To the 
execute, as well in ſummoning juries, as ap- coroner. 


prehending perſons charged with, or ſuf pected 
of murder. In your ſummoning the juries, 
I am very ſorry to ſay, that very indifferent 
pug ple, both of character and worth, have 

n called upon them: and this, I am told, 
ariſes from wn. reſentment of the conſtables ; 
for if a troubleſome; worthleſs fellow, affronts 
them, he is reſerved, by way of puniſhment, 
to attend the coroner's juries. . As this is the 
firſt inquiſition for the diſcovery of murder- 
ers, — of the higheſt conſequence to ſo- 
ciety, men of abilities and character ſhould 
conſtitute this jury. On theſe occaſions, 
therefore, laudably ſacrifice your on reſent- 
ments to the public good. 


As your precept from your high conſtable preſent- 
does enumerate the ſeveral offences at large, ments to 
preſentable by you at the ſeſſions and grand the ſeſt. 


juries, it will be needleſs to repeat them ſe- 


ons and 


nd j 
verally here. I ſhall only deſire you to ob-8,. 18 


ſerve proper form in diſtinguiſhing the chriſti- | 
an and ſirnames of the offenders, their oc- 
cupations and places of abode ;. if women, 


whether. ſingle, married, or widows. _ 
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ſo. And if your return be for bad 


very fellow did, by artfully ſhifting 


times, by entering an 


(9) 


8 upon your own knowledge, 


either bawdy or gaming houſes, mention the 
time they have been — and let your pre- 
ſentment be abſolute. If only upon the report 
of others, then mention them as only reputed 


pavement, 
mention as near as you can, the length and 
breadth, and the perſon's chriſtian and ſir- 
name before whoſe doc it is: f the land- 
ere if r > ods ny: 


enq 
thing is evident, that the few 


preſentments which are now made, are left 
in- 


a dead letter in the crown office; except, 
deed, a charge of about forty ſhillings upon 
the delinquents, if they are e 
ms they * fin on with — 


- The keeper of a notorious bawdy. houſe, 
ſome few years 
fince, produced a tous riot, and the 


moſt cauſeleſs and unjuſt abuſe upon the ad- 
miniſtration; that malice ever invented; this 


thepames 
of the ecoupiers of his houls ; and, at other 


pearance in the crown 
_ (the whole charge of which, did not, 


perhaps, 


— — — at every 
meeting of the grand jury during that time. 
I do not mention this as deſigning to throw 
any reflexion of connivance, or negligence, 
upon the agents of the crown oſſiee; ſo far 
from it, that I am ſenſible, that if no pro- 
ſecutor appears to carry the preſentment 1 into 
execution, it ſtops of courſe; fot it would be 
as abſurd to expect the agents of that office to 
| on proſecutions at their own expence, as 
it would be to require it from the conſtables 
themſelves. Indeed, if all the preſentments 
in the crown, were indifcriminately, and abſq- 
lutely put into their utmoſt force, ſome great, 
and notorious evils would be remedied : but 
great oppreſſions alſo might ariſe to-indiyidu- 
als; as malice, ps gas pique and reſent- 
ment, might find gratification, at the ex- 
pence or ruin, perhaps, of families quite in- 
nocent, or of others whoſe offences were too 
inconſiderable for oution. But 
ſurely this does not hinder the propriety (I 
may ſay, abſolute neceſſity) of a diſtinction; 
and let them whoſe crimes are of that noto- 
riety as to endanger the public peace and ſafe- 
ty, be brought to juſtice at the public ex- 
pence. Whether then the conſtables finding 
thei” preſentments totally. neglected, and 
their returning their * neighbours pro- 


duced 


(32) 


duced perſonal 
out the leaſt or benefit to the public 
ſervice; or the conſtable, from indirect prac- 
8 thoſe — were moſt wor- 


9 ——.— of care and dili- 
_ gence,” might bring theſe proſecutions in the 
crown office into 2 I know not; but 
certain it is, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
the ſolemn inquiry twenty-four gentlemen, 
ſworn and aſſembled, and convening the con- 
ſtables of the whole town before them, is of 


no manner of uſe. The conftables of Covent- 


Garden, do, upon their oaths, ſay, there are 


-no brothels ! in their pariſh; cd that there 


arenog houſes in Weſtminſter, the 
: conſtables of that city all agree in; and, 
if the reſt of the conſtables are to be be- 
lieved, there is hardly a pavement out of re- 
2 in the whole town. Thus, in the court 

uſe, —_— righteous, how _— how 


well | gc we 4 to be Bur the 
1 Jury-man' s coach is broke down, by 
d pavement, in his return home; whores 


publicly invite you to their nocturnal revels 


in Covent-Garden ; and houſes of gaming, 
* eng are, alas! ws readily found. 


Let me conjure you to do your: A wich 
4 diligence of honeſt men, bound by a 


ſolemn oath; and whatever defects there 


may 


reſentment from them, with- 


if rk. leſſer evils 


x 
1 


1 


P 
may afterwards be, exert 


yourſelves in the 
firſt inſtance; for your preſentment is the 
foundation to proceed upon. 


But theſe. defects, in reſpect to 0 
- houſes, bawdy houſes, and diſorderly 


ming 
ouſes, 


Proſecu- 
tions of 


are ſufficiently provided for by a late act of d=wdy 


parliament. By this law, if two inhabitants 
who pay ſcot, and bear lot in the place 
where ſuch gaming houſes, &c. are kept, 


do give you notice in writing, ſignifying 


the name of the party who ſhall keep any 


and gam- 
ing hou- 
ſes, upon 
the ſta- 
tute of 


ſuch diſorderly houſe, as aforeſaid ; you are 
forthwith to go with ſuch inhabitants before 


a juſtice; and 


they are to make oath, that 


they do believe the contents of ſuch notice 


true; and enter into a recognizance of twenty 
pounds each, to give, or procure material evi- 


 denceagainſtthe keepersof ſuch houſes, at the - 
— ky ay 


t ſeſſions. Lou are alſo required to enter 
into a recognizance of thirty pounds, to pro- 
ſecute the law with effect; and all reaſonable 
charges, being firſt ſetled by two juſtices of the 
peace, are to be paid you by the overſeers of 
the pariſh where the offence was committed, 
upon penalty of their forfeiting double the 
ſam, Tour duty herein is enforced by a 
heavy penalty; you will be therefore ex- 
treniely careful not to neglect it. 
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Reſpet- * Let your Ae OREN to the + GA 
1 * general be reſpectful and obedient ; and 
themas;. teach the common people ſubordination to 
. yourſelves, by your own example to your ſu- 
periors. Never make yourſelves officiouſly 
parties in any complaint you bring before the 
© magiſtrate and, except you are called upon, 

be filent. When you are, ſpeak impartially. 
= ih 5 : . Officious dead, in intereſting yourſelves 
in the diſputes of others, muſt bring the re- 
ſontment of one party upon you ; and, if you 
judge ill, leſſen your conſequence, where 
vou ought to preſerve i it, 5 0s oy of the 


Juſtice. : Fins . gi” Bo 


r | . | 
£ 8 * 0 a . 
| # bt 5 ab * * _ * of W cLS f s SY 


e 


Expedi- In all the Warrants you receive, be eare- 
execut. ful to execute them with all poſſible ex- 


execut- 


ingWar- pedition ; and bring the offenders, as ſoon as 


rants, you can, to anſwer the complaint properly. 
If you act as you ought to do, conſequence 
will attend you, and eſtimation with thoſe 
you principall y have to deal wich; and this 
will give you opportunities to do great good. 
Little offences, view'd . by ge. of fiery 
ſpirits, through the medium of paſſion and 
reſentment, are generally 8 of war- 
rants, the moſt burthe of your 
office; but ſuch ſpirits, by gentleneſs and 
wah you may — da and ſend 


thoſe 


(35) 
thoſe away friends, who met almoſt mortal 
enemies. "Ir is, indeed, a cheap way of 


venting paſſion z, for if? the common people, - 


had not this method of diſſipating their ſpleen, 


abſolute ruin would ſucceed to thouſands of 


families from expenſive law ſuits; whereas, 


warrants, their ſervice and diſcharge, are 


eaſy methods of reconciliation, and ſending 
the pi a as Ae ada Bares ur. 9251 


| ne 


e the how PLE, ſtood, = con able How ſafe 
was anſwerable for falſe impriſonment, if he in execu- 
executed a warrant in caſes where the juſtice + dap 


had no juriſdiction, and yet, at — fame? 
time; was indlctable for refuſing to obey ; 


and, in determining both theſe inſtances, 


lay v was much too ambiguous and un- 
certain, conſidering. the riſque the conſtable 
was to run. But this abſurdity not only of 


placing the judgment of the inferiour over 


the ſuperiour, r alſo, puniſhing the party 


for obeying and diſobeying, is, by a late ſta- 
Ks removed; and now you are concerned 


only in the execution of warrants ; and if 


they be illegal, thie juſtice is to anſwer that; 
but "he careful to have your warrants pro- 
perly diſcharged by a juſtice, and preſerve 


them when they are; for the defendant, or 
his attorney, has a right to demand a copy 


| $90 Pore of ſuch, warrant, which, if you 


D 2 6; a 


2115 7 


| 

Care in refuſe, an action of falſe im prlſonment, if 
preſerv- the warrant be illegal, will lis 1 ** you; 
ing war- heteas your giving ſuch copy, or permit- 
* ing the peruſal, the Juſtice muſt abide by 
the conſequence of his Warrant, and e are 


E aa. 0k _— 


Diflin- In warrants eCeveninbn aan oceaioned 
guithing etty quarrels amon rs of cre- 
Ry + by 9 — your 5 good ſenſe will tell 
from va- you a different conduct is neceſſary than 
gabonds when they are againſt vagabonds; for tho' the 
in exe- law makes no diſtinction of perſons; pru- 
— dence doth; and as the intention of the law 
is the bringing; the party before the magi- 
ſtrate to anſwer the complaint, this will be as 
effectually, and much more genteely done, 
by a meſſage, ſignifyin og the complaint, and 
appointing a time for the party to appear to 
anſwer it, chan A forcilile means. 
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85 nn h 
, nce is woke in the execu- 
Search tion of ſearch warrants. ery muſt be ex- 
ecuted between the riſing and ſetting of the 
ſun, at moſt by viſible day-light. As theſe 
warrants are often by the miſtakes and miſ- 
apprehenſions of people, and ſometimes 
for worſe motives, executed in the houſes 
of che innocent, caution and tenderneſs 
ſhould be uſed. With good nature acquaint 
e parties upon whom the warrant is to be 
executed, and of the felony committed; that 
ſuſpicion 


> 


a 
8 


(37) 

ſuſpicion has ariſen that part of the goods are 
lodged with them, for which reaſon you are 
obliged by your warrant to ſearch, adviſing 
them, if any of the things ſtolen are in their 
cuſtody, to produce them voluntarily, and 

ive evidence; for if they deny the know- 
edge of them, and ſuch things ſhould upon 
ſearch be found, or evidence afterwards appear 
that they were in their cuſtody, the law will 
conſtrue their denial and ſecreting the goods, 
into a felonious intent, the conſequence 
of which is, tranſportation for fourteen years. 
After ſuch admonition be extremely careful 
in your ſearch, and that in proportion to the 
bulk or minuteneſs of the things loſt. Your 
watrant tells you, if you find the things ſtolen, 
or any part of them, you are to bring them 
and the parties, in whoſe cuſtody they were 


found, to anſwer before the juſtice. And 


that no miſtake may happen in aſcertaining 
the property, always take with you a perſon 
able to fwear to it. Nor break open locks 
until the parties have firſt refuſed to open 
them. 


I ſhall here mention one general rule for 


the breaking open doors, as this may happen * . 
in the aſſiſting the officers of the revenue as open 
well as in ſearch warrants, and apprehending doors. 


felons. Where the law preſcribes that power 


to your office, you are upon finding the doors 
Wy faſt, 
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(38). 
faſt, to call with an audible voice to the per- 
ſons within, demanding entrance there, in 
the king's name, as conſtable; and if, upon 
this, the parties refuſe to anſwer, or anſwer- 
ing; refuſe to open the door,” you then are 
juſtifiable in uſing force, which you will not 
be, before ſuch demand * n n 
* 75 Ain 
EY Be nal not to execute anna; or to 
not to act do any act as conſtable, out of your reſpective 
out of pariſhes and places, except you are SP 
your di- appointed by a warrant, or in aiding 
— high conſtable in the diſcharge of his 5 
Magiſtrates may empower any perſon to ex- 
ecute their warrants within their juriſdiction; 
and the high conſtable has the ſame autho- 
rity in every pariſh in his diviſion as you have 
in your ſeparate pariſhes ; and you partake of 
chat authority when you are with him. 
When you receive warrants directed generally 
to bring the offenders before the juſtice who 
grants, or ſome other of his majeſty's juſtices 
of the peace, you are at liberty to eonvey 
your priſoner to any juſtice of the peace; but 
War. if it be ſpecial to bring the party before the 
a” juſtice who granted the warrant,” you muſt 
aſd foes obey it; but this though the warrant is good, 
cially di- is rarely done, but in caſes where ſome par- 


| | rected. ticular information is with the Juſtice, or fot | 


a purpoſe too mean to be mentioned. Under 
this head common ſenſe, as it will ſufficiently 
_ diſtinguiſh 


0 30 ) 


diſtinguiſh the character of a good magiſtrate 
from a bad one, if ſuch ſhould ever ariſe; ſo 
common honeſty will direct you, that you 


do not diſcharge the truſt the law has repoſed 


in you, if you are ſeduced by a bribe from 


the party, or from any other mean or un- 
worthy motive, to prefer the latter to the 
former. If you have had any diſpute or ani- 
moſity with any perſon, I advife you to de- 
cline ſerving any warrant upon him or tak- 
ing him into cuſtody, if poſſible ; but rather 
refer it to a brother officer; fince if any 
perſonal prejudice ſhould get the better of 
yourunderſtanding, or by provoking language 
you ſhould err in your duty, and an action 
be the conſequence, the former grudge would 
prove a great enhancement of damages. 


SC -: 
4 
. 


In the exovution of warrants of diſtreſs War- 
firſt demand the ſum to be levied. If that berants of 


els. 


denied, then you are to ſeize ſo many of the 
goods as will be ſufficient to pay the contents 
of your warrant and the neceſſary expence 
conſequent thereupon : but to do this, with 
as little hurt to the parties as poſſible, let 
your ſeizure be rather of ſuperfluities, than 
neceſſaries; and take a broker with you, who 
being a judge of the value of goods, will di- 
rect you in reſpect of the quantity; which 
goods are to be immediately diſpoſed of, and 
* D 4 the 


Land- 


lords 


ſeizing 


goods. 


6 3 


_—_ at firſt will be of great benefit to them, and 


ders, according to their wants, you W 


i 
? 
p 
N 


(490) 


the ſurplus; if any ariſin 1 pee 
1 ee e 


In being called upon by landlords to aſſiſt 
at ſeizure of goods, your duty there is only 
to preſerve the peace, without intermeddling 
otherwiſe, except violence be offered and the 
peace broke. Then you are to apprehend 
the parties guilty of ſtriking the firſt blow. 


In your quartering ſoldiers: a little Ms + | 


utility to your publicans; for as the guards 
conſiſt of married and fingle men, ſo of your 


houſes liable to receive ſoldiers ſome have 


conveniencies to lodge them, and others 


have barely room in their houſes for their 
own families. To quarter therefore ſingle 
men in the latter, and married ones in the for- 
mer, will prove the ſource of endleſs diſputes, 
To quarter a married ſoldier in a lodging- 
houſe, is taking from him three ſhillings a 


_—_ and ſending the ſingle man to mo- 


quarters, is diſtreſſing both him and his 
fandlord. I therefore recommend to you to 
conſult the ſerjeants of the reſpective com- 
panies, upon the general remove ; and they 
will inform you of the condition. of their 


men; and by placing them properly in quar- 
ill 2 
* rve 


7 


(/42,) 
ſerve peace in your reſpective diviſions ; and 
if any diſputes. ſhould ariſe between the land- 
lord and the ſoldier, endeavour to friendly. 
reconcile them. If this fails, to prevent worſe 
conſequence, remove them to, other quarters, 
and avoid, if poſſible, all imputation of par- 
_ tiality, — RG £985 PO odi- 

ous in a public truſt. e 


The king $ —— are that the fol. 
diers behave peaceably in their quarters, and Be 


our _ 


their officers do ſeverely puniſh ſuch as do 
not conform to the royal orders. I am ſorrylandlords, 
to ſay, that too many. of the landlords behave and land- 
exceſſively ill to the ſoldiers, treating them? lorcs <a 


in a manner not to be us by men of ſpi- 
rit; and when perhaps r reſentment ; 
ariſes in a poor fellow, = q dlord is the 
firſt to Pad "6 againſt the ſoldier for what 
his own ill-manners and provoking lan uage 
had juſtly merited. Keepa — . your 
quarters, and of the ſoldiers there billetted, to 
avoid impoſition in quartering either a greater 
number than is aſſigned you by your high- 
conſtable, and to prevent thoſe aſſigned you 
from fraudulently obtaining double quarters, 
as well as to be at all times ready. to produce 
a perfect account; ſhould.any complaint of 
a partiality. be made A you to the ma- 
1 dat TW , A 


In 


F.9 


(ay | 


”_ Weſtrainſter the eoiſtables a are FAG 
fo deliver in a liſt of the Houſes liable to re- 
ceive ſoldiers, and the number of ſoldiers 
quartered upon them, in their reſpective 
Altre upon oath, to the ſeſſions; and if 


| ſuch lifts are defective, the conſtable forfeits 


five pounds. And a penalty not exceedi 
five pounds, nor leſs 6 then fo forty ſhillings, the ts 


law inflicts upon you, if you take any re- 


ward to excuſe publicans from quartering 
ſoldiers; and the fame penalty upon the 


© victualler for refufing quarters to ſoldiers, - or 


not * them what the law Os” 


By the ſtatute of queen . you are re- 
guts upon notice given you, to repair to 
the place where any fire ſhall happen in your 

ſeveral patiſhes, there to aſſiſt in the extin- 
Far it, by compelling perſons preſent to 

ork at the engines, and fuch other ſervice 
as ſhall tend to prevent the Flames ſpread- 
ing, and to apprehend pilferers, idle 
perſons, ſuppoſed to attend for the barbarous 
purpoſe of robbing the diſtreſſed. This is 
a ſervice where humanity ſtrongly -enforces 
the law, and your attendance is of the ut- 
moſt importance to the unhappy ſufferers in 
a time of ſuch general conſternation. Thieves 
will abſcond when you are preſent, and the 


idle 


(43) 
made uſeful. - The high conſtable, in theſe 
caſes, ſhould give ſtrict orders to be called 
upon any fire happening in his diviſion. 
You will alfo do right to direct your watch- 
men, if it be in the night, to call you, al- 
though the calamity be not in your immedi- 
ate diviſion. Indeed, what heart can be un- 
affected with this diſtreſs ; or what hand 
that would wiſh to be unemployed in a ſer- 
vice ſo humane? You have an example of a 
prince of the royal family, who, ſenſibly 
touched with this dreadful” calamity, has 
nobly and generouſly facrificed his reſt, and 
riſqued his ſafety, to afford his countenance 
and aſſiſtance in this affecting circumſtance: 
remember then, few are the reaſons that can 

excuſe you ; and no apprehenſion of danger 
that ought to deter you from a duty, which 
his royal highneſs the duke himſelf has made 
the object of his care. 6 hop 


- T have already cautioned you againſt Avoid 


paſſion and reſentment in the execution of paſhon, 


your office: to theſe I ſhall add, Avoid that "nr 


impertinent imperiouſneſs of conduct too fre- imperi- 
quently ſeen in conſtables, and which may be ous con- 
called the drunkenneſs of power, This breaks dect in 


out into perſonal invective and reproachful — 


language, upon thoſe whoſe actions have 
* rendered 
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e duct eeper 
upon 7 oy a of the —— 
TV's puniſhment of the law does upon - 
the body. This imprudent, I may ſay, 
fooliſh and cruel execution of the law, — 
ates an implacable enemy in every 

they take; and, which is ſhameful, — 
the apprehender, in many caſes, the greater 
criminal, For God's fake, then, treat pri- 


ſoners as unhappy, not as willing offenders; 
and while your minds riſe a to their 


offences, — — with the tenderneſs of 
umanity, that they are men. Do 1 0 

thing you can to ſecure e but e 

law puniſh them. BP > Þ 


| Duty to. The laſt part of your office I | that "EN 
eaſt to, is your cpnnexion with, and obedience 


"to the precepts of your high conſtable. = 
deed he has, by virtue of his office, no poſi- 


tive authority over you, and is only autho- 


riſed to command you, by virtue of warrants 
and orders he receives from the ſeſſions, 


ſheriff and juſtices. Theſe, indeed, you are 


obliged to _ under penalties of the law; 
and theſe, by his] immediate connexion with 


you, will be much better explained as the 
incidents ariſe, than in ſuch a variety of cir- 
e, they can be here: but I beve 
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-  miinate us protectors to the innocent, pre- 
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0 ben e ienced the * Anlanee of 1 
a e 
8 in the moſt difficult and dangers -- 
_ ous expeditions, Where the public welfare 
0 
© * 


has been intereſted; that on upon 
this head is needleſs, And this, I hope, 
is che conduct of all conſtables to their 
chief. Fer if we go ne farther than the 
letter of the law obliges us, orſtretch/power | 
beyond it, the public will be ill ſerved in 


N * 4. Z : g 
.: * N 3 8 8 F : 
| 3 * 1 
r 


the fiſt inflance, and individuals blame us 
in the latter. In fine, union, ſecr — 
bravery, are the great points in the Joint . 
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cution of our office. The . the 
intention of the inſtitution, and truly deno- 


ſervers of gg and à terror to 
the ſons of eee e on D 
2 1 3 Roter 
Thus I have n e 2505 _— 
Has occurred to me as uſeful in 
_ as Tam ſenſible that many pour ok which 
; aw requires your ſervice in ents 
are a nd ahaebeR' in — 
ing ſheets ; I hope that thoſe wore" fog will 
be candidly imputed not to my want of 
inclination... to ſerve . you, but to my 
want of abilities, which, fuch as they 
are, I think I may, without vanity, ſay, 
have ever been applied, in my humble ſta- 
tion, to the duty of my office, ſervice of the 
Een ai and the cen of thoſe who have 


united with, and ated under me. 
But 
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1 ceived from Mr. FLG: nd le him 
1 mo hurtibly beg leave to inſcribe this im- 
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